WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A computer test system, comprising: 

an interface configured to receive a request for 
performance of test jobs on multiple machines, each of the 
test jobs including a defined platform for performance of the 
test jobs; and 

an autolab component configured to select one of the 
multiple machines as a selected machine based upon a platform 
on the selected machine, and to act on the request by 
assigning at least one of the test jobs to the selected 
machine . 

2. The computer test system of claim 1, wherein the 
autolab component comprises a management component that is 
configured to separate one of the test jobs into subtasks, and 
to order the subtasks into a reordered job. 

3. The computer test system of claim 2, wherein the 
management component is configured to separate a plurality of 
the test jobs into subtasks, and to order the subtasks of the 
plurality of test jobs into a reordered job. 



4. The computer test system of claim 3, wherein the 
management component is configured to add a subtask 
corresponding to a computing environment. 

5 5. The computer test system of claim 1, wherein the 

test component is configured to create a personalized test 
package for the selected machine based upon the platform and 
applications available at the client machine. 

W 6. The computer test system of claim 5, further 

p comprising a component for defining a time limit for execution 
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ly of the test job, and wherein the autolab component is 
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J* configured to reconfigure the test job to execute within the 
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defined time limit. 
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(3 7 - The computer test system of claim 1, further 

IU 

comprising a database component associated with the test 
component for storing the test jobs. 

2 0 8. The computer test system of claim 7, wherein the 

database is configured to store a particular test job in a 
pending status prior to the particular test job being assigned 
to one of the multiple machines. 
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9. The computer test system of claim 7, wherein the 
database is configured to store a particular test job in an 
assigned status while the particular test job is assigned to 
one of the multiple machines. 

10. The computer test system of claim 7 , wherein the 
database is configured to store a particular test job in a 
completed status after the particular test job has been run by 
one of the multiple machines. 

11. The computer test system of claim 1, further 
comprising a message queue for the selected machine and that 
is associated with the autolab component, the message queue 
for storing information about test jobs that have been 
assigned to the selected machine. 

12. The computer test system of claim 1, further 
comprising a high-level interface that permits direct access 
between the autolab component and at least one of the multiple 
machines . 

13. The computer test system of claim 12, further 
comprising a thin client that is configured for communicating 
between the high-level interface and the multiple machines, 

- 33 - 



the thin client being configured to translate information from 
a client machine to information that may be utilized by the 
high-level interface . 

14. The computer test system of claim 1, wherein the 
autolab component selects the selected machine based upon the 
availability thereof. 

15. The computer test system of claim 1, wherein the 
autolab component selects the selected machine based upon the 
present imaging of the selected machine. 

16. A computer test system comprising: 

storage a request for performance of test jobs on 
multiple machines, each of the test jobs including a 
defined platform for performance of the test jobs; and 

an autolab component configured to select one of the 
multiple test machines as a selected machine based upon 
availability thereof, and to act on the request by 
assigning at least one of the test jobs to the selected 
machine . 



17. The computer test system of claim 16, wherein the 
autolab component comprises a management component that is 
configured to separate one of the test jobs into subtasks, and 
to order the subtasks into a reordered job. 

18. The computer test system of claim 17, wherein the 
management component is configured to separate a plurality of 
the test jobs into subtasks, and to order the subtasks of the 
plurality of test jobs into a reordered job. 

19. The computer test system of claim 18, wherein the 
management component is configured to add a subtask 
corresponding to a computing environment. 

20. The computer test system of claim 16, wherein the 
test component is configured to create a personalized test 
package for the selected machine based upon the platform and 
applications available at the client machine. 

21. The computer test system of claim 20, further 
comprising a defined time limit for execution of the test job, 
and wherein the autolab component is configured to reconfigure 
the test job to execute within the defined time limit. 
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22. The computer test system of claim 16, wherein the 
storage is configured to store a particular test job in a 
pending status prior to the particular test job being assigned 
to one of the multiple machines. 

23. The computer test system of claim 16, wherein the 
storage is configured to store a particular test job in an 
assigned status while the particular test job is assigned to 
one of the multiple machines. 

24. The computer test system of claim 16, wherein the 
storage is configured to store a particular test job in a 
completed status after the particular test job has been run by 
one of the multiple machines. 

25. The computer test system of claim 16, further 
comprising a component for storing a message queue for the 
selected machine that is associated with the autolab 
component, the component for storing the message queue being 
configured to store information about test jobs that have been 
assigned to the selected machine. 



26. The computer test system of claim 16, further 
comprising a high- level interface component that permits 
direct access between the autolab component and at least one 
of the multiple machines. 

27. The computer test system of claim 26, further 
comprising a thin client that is configured for communicating 
between the high-level interface component and the multiple 
machines, the thin client being configured to translate 
information from a client machine to information that may be 
utilized by the high-level interface component. 

28. A computer system comprising: 
a plurality of test machines; 

a computer test system comprising: 

storage for a request for the performance of test 
jobs on multiple machines, each of the test jobs 
including a defined platform for performance of the test 
j obs ; and 

an autolab component configured to select one of 
multiple test machines based upon the platform thereon, 
and to act on the request by assigning at least one of 
the test jobs to the selected machine. 



29. The computer system of claim 28, wherein at least 
one of the plurality of machines is located remotely from the 
test system. 

30. A computer system, comprising: 

a test component configured to receive a request for the 
performance of a test job on a computer; 

a manager component for causing the test job to be 
performed; and 

an image component in which the test job is conducted. 

31. The computer system of claim 30, wherein the test 
component comprises a communication component configured to 
communicate with a test system and receiving the test job from 
the test system. 

32. The computer system of claim 31, wherein the 
communication component is configured to ping the test 
component for a new test job when idle. 

33. The computer system of claim 31, wherein the 
communication component is configured to send the results of 
the test job to the test component upon completion of the test 
job. 
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34. The computer system of claim 31, wherein the 
computer system is located remote of the test system, and 
wherein the communication component is configured to 

5 communicate with the test component through a high-level 
interface . 

35. The computer system of claim 31, wherein the 
computer system is located remote of the test system, and 

140 wherein the communication component is configured to 
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P communicate with the test component through an Internet 
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^ protocol . 
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L 36. The computer system of claim 30, wherein the test 

U 

|A5 job includes a status request for an indications of a portion 
(3 of the test job being completed, and wherein the manager 

component is configured to send a message to the test 

component upon the portion being completed. 



37. The computer system of claim 30, wherein the manager 
component is configured to send a message to the test 
component upon completion of the test job. 
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38. The computer system of claim 37, wherein the message 
includes the results of the test. 

39. The computer system of claim 30, wherein the test 
component, manager component, and the image component are 
located in a single computer. 

40. The computer system of claim 39, wherein the test 
component, manager component, and the image component are each 
located on separate partitions of the single computer. 

41. The computer system of claim 39, wherein the test 
component and the image component are located on separate 
partitions of the single computer. 

42. A computer-implemented method comprising, 
receiving a request for performance of test jobs on 

multiple machines, each of the test jobs including a 
defined platform for performance of the test jobs; 

selecting one of the multiple machines as a selected 
machine based upon a platform on the selected machine; 
and 

acting on the request by assigning one of the test 
jobs to the selected machine. 
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43. The method of claim 42, further comprising 
separating one of the test jobs into subtasks, and ordering 
the subtasks into a reordered job. 

44. The method of claim 43, further comprising 
separating a plurality of the test jobs into subtasks, and 
ordering the subtasks of the plurality of test jobs into a 
reordered job. 

45. The method of claim 43, further comprising adding a 
subtask corresponding to a computing environment. 

46. The method of claim 42, further comprising creating 
a personalized test package for the selected machine based 
upon the platform and applications available at the client 
machine . 

47. A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing the method of claim 42. 



